PART II.
General Clauses in Engineering Specifications and Accompanying Documents.
57. General Considerations. Nearly all the works designed by engineers and architects are executed by other parties called contractors. The contractor usually buys all the materials and furnishes all the labor required in the execution of the work, as designed, and he agrees to do this within a stated time and for a fixed sum. To insure his doing this satisfactorily certain written documents are prepared and signed by both parties, that is to say, by the man, company, or corporation having the work done and who is to pay for the same, and by the contractor, or the man, company, or corporation who does the work and furnishes the materials.
Standing between these two parties to an agreement is the engineer or architect who has planned the work and who usually superintends its execution and assists in the final settlement between the parties to the agreement. Although paid by the party having the work done he occupies a judicial and not a partisan position and he is expected to act justly and fairly towards both parties.
In order that there shall be no misunderstanding in regard to the intentions of the designer, plans are usually drawn showing the general and detail features of the work, and accompanying these there is a written description of the work, of the materials to be used, of the time and manner of the payments,
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